Unit 2: Slavery hymns assignment 2.1

[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment 2.1 A:  Read the short text about "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot" below.  Answer the questions below the text. 

"Swing Low, Sweet Chariot" is a United States spiritual folk song. The codes of the first negro spirituals are often related with an escape to a free country. For example, a “home” is a safe place where everyone can live free. So, a “home” can mean Heaven, but it covertly means a sweet and free country, a haven for slaves. The ways used by fugitives running to a free country were riding a “chariot” or a “train”. The negro spirituals “The Gospel Train” and “Swing low, sweet chariot” which directly refer to the Underground Railroad, an informal organization who helped many slaves to flee. Then, “Swing low, sweet chariot” refers to Ripley, a “station” of the Underground Railroad, where fugitive slaves were welcome. This town is atop a hill, by Ohio River, which is not easy to cross. So, to reach this place, fugitives had to wait for help coming from the hill. The words of this spirituals say, “I looked over Jordan and what did I see/ Coming for to carry me home/ A band of angels coming after me”

Answer the following questions:
1. Which type of song is Swing Low, Sweet Chariot?
a. Rock
b. Spiritual punk
c. Spiritual folk
d. Hip hop
2. The codes of the first negro spirituals are often related with an____________ to a free country:
a. escape
b. spiritual song
c. shout
d. moan
3. Negro spirituals like “Swing low, sweet chariot” directly refers to the:
a. Jesus
b. Abolitionists
c. Modernists
d. Underground Railroad
4. Which station of the Underground Railroad does “Swing low, sweet chariot” refer to? 
a. Atocha
b. Rickety
c. Ripley
d. Underground Railroad


Assignment 2.1. B: Try to find another slave song  and explain what it is that appeals to you in this song. Is it the lyrics, the tune, the message, etc.? Use 50-60 words to explain your reasons (do not use the song “Go down, Moses”).
